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Tatura resident Diana
Archer recently returned
from the United States after
a three-week trip to meet
relatives she did not know
existed wuntil last year.
Diana has been researching
her family history and the
trip to America was the
culmination of two years of
detective work.

We Australians have al-
ways been fascinated by
our family histories and the
more colourful the
characters, the prouder we
seem to be, happily
recounting the
misadventures of relatives
who turned out to be
disgraced convicts, failed
gold miners or hopeless
gamblers.

Now, with the arrival of
the Internet and instantane-
ous access to historical
archives from around the
world, this fascination is
fast becoming one of the
most popular recreational
pastimes in the country.

If you have ever consider-
ed finding out more about
where you came from, then
read Diana’s story and be
inspired.

Family ties

Like so many Tatura resi-
dents, Diana’s roots stretch
back to the shores of Italy.
Her grandfather, Rocco
Palmieri, immigrated to
Australia with one of his
brothers, Amato, in 1925.
He returned home to Italy
for brief periods but eventu-
ally settled in Silvan, Vic-
toria with his wife and chil-
dren in 1937.

It was commonly accept-
ed in the family that Rocco
had another brother who
settled in the United States,

but little else’ was known
about this absent sibling —
and it was his existence
which initially sparked
Diana’s interest.

“l was always curious,
but when I was old enough
to ask questions, the
surviving family members
knew very little about my
grandfather’s family,” she
said. ;

In  September 2008
Diana’s cousin Mary and
her husband visited
Sant’Eufemia a Maiella, the
family’s hometown in Italy.
While on holiday, Mary
spoke with a distant rela-
tive, an astute lady in her
90s, who was able to pro-
vide the names of Mary's
great-grandparents and
great-great-grandparents,
as well as the name of their

randfather’s elusive
rother who had
immigrated to the US. His
name was Camillo Palmieri.

“When Mary returned to
Australia and passed on
this precious information,
little did she realise that she
had created a monster — a
huge quest to find our fam-
ily in the States,” Diana
said. ;

An Internet search for the
name Camillo Palmieri re-
vealed that a granddaugh-
ter of Amato named Angela
also had an interest in gen-
ealogy and had posted sev-
eral notices on relevant
sites looking for Camillo
and his descendants.

Diana contacted Angela
and gathered more valuable
clues about the American
branch of the family, in-
cluding the unexpected
existence of two more
Palmieri siblings, an un-
married sister who had died

“in Italy and another sister

3wo also immigrated to the
US.

“Angela was able to sup-
ply photographs of our
missing uncle and other
family members which was
very exciting, and she en-
couraged me to email a
gentleman called Mark
DiVecchio. His father also
came from Sant’Eufemia a
Maiella and he had devel-
oped a website dedicated to
the town,” Diana said.

In due course Diana sent
a message to Mark, who
was, in fact, another distant

relative — Diana’s great-
grandmother and Mark’s
great-grandfather were

brother and sister.

“They always say there’s
six degrees of separation,
but the Internet has closed
the gap to three degrees!”
Diana said.

Mark meticulously
researched all the informa-
tion that Diana was able to
give him, going back over
census data, Ellis Island
immigration records, pass-
enger lists, voter registra-
tion details and the Mor-
mon Church’s Latter Day
Saints’ archives to piece
together the family’s re-
markable story.

Diana Archer (centre) with family members in San Diego.

It was painstaking work,
particularly as some of
Diana’s original informa-
tion turned out to be wrong,
but Mark’s perseverance
was rewarded when he dis-
covered that their great
aunt had died in Utah in
1917.

Armed with this informa-
tion, Dijana set about callin
every Palmieri in Utah and,
incredibly, struck gold on
her second call.

“l couldn’t believe it
when the second person I
tried was Jim Palmieri, the
grandson of our great aunt.
It was an amazing feeling,
Wboﬁbm that all those
pieces had fitted together
and I had found one of my
' cousins.”

Jim was able to fill in a
great deal of missing infor-
mation about the family
and Diana was fascinated,
not least by the story of
Essie.

When their great aunt
died, she and her husband
had five young children, the
youngest of whom was only
six months old. Unable to
care for her properly, her
father gave her up for adop-
tion — but many years later
she had tracked down her
birth family. Now aged 93

years, Essie was still in
touch with the extended
Palmieri clan.

Another remarkable find
was a letter written by
Amato to his sister’s family
in 1962; the family had kept
the letter.

Diana then moved on to
the descendants of her great
uncle, Camillo. This proved
more difficult because, for
reasons that have caused
much debate among the
family, he changed his
name to Rocco P er. He
had also divorced his wife
and become estranged from
his daughter, although he
was reunited with her near-
ly four decades later.

From census data, Mark
established that the
daughter’s name was Ruth
and, with the assistance of
another researcher, he
traced the death certificates
of Ruth’s mother and step-
father. Ruth was listed as
the next of kin, so all that
was left was for Diana to
telephone and introduce
herself.

Ruth was 90 years old.

“Again, it was very
nerve-racking but really ex-
citing,” Diana said.

In May this year a group
of 10 Australian Palmieris

including Diana, one of her
sisters, two nieces and vari-
ous cousins, finally made
the trip to the US to meet
their relatives.

Their journey took them
to New York, Las Vegas
and San Diego for emotion-
al reunions with Jim
Palmieri, Ruth and her
daughters, Nan and Joyce,
Essie, her son Denny and
his wife Bonnie who had
travelled a considerable
distance for the reunion and
with numerous other cous-
ins.

“It was magic to see Jim
and his family and fantastic
to meet everyone else, too,”
Diana said. :

“They treated us so well
and it was wonderful to be
able to chat, to identify
similarities and differences
between the two branches
of the family. It turns out we
have had similar health is-
sues, and even some of our
choices of names for our
children have been the
same.

“Now, when I watch tele-
vision programs like “Who
do you think you are?’, I can
so relate to them. It has
been a fantastic experi-’
ence.”

— Tat Tattles
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Level 2 First Aid
August 10,17 & 24, 6.00-9.00pm
$180

Beyond Basics Computer (Intermediate Level)
Tuesdays July 13 to August 31, 9.30am-Noon

Beginners Computer Classes
Wednesdays July 28 to August 15, 6.30pm-9.00pm

Bookings for Pilates & Yoga
being taken now
Tutor Sue O’Meara
7 Week block beginning July 20 to September 7
BYO mat

Tatura Community House and VicRoads
photo point will reopen 9.00am July 12

Contact TRISH for further information

on any of the above courses and events
on 5824 1315

Something to tell? Use the Classifieds.

Church services

B Anglican Parish of All’

Saints: family Holy Com-
munion 9.30 am.

W Generations:
10 am and 5.30 pm.

M Sacred Heart: Sunday
10 am.

B Presbyterian: Rushworth,
9 am; Tatura, 11 am.

M Uniting: Murchison,
9.15 am; Toolamba, 11 am.

B Shalom Worship Centre:
First Sunday of each month,
10.30 am at Senior Citizens’
Centre.

Sunday home meetings,
Rainbow Sounds, Ruby C!
Phone Felicity on 5855 2425;
mid-week discipleship, KYB.
Phone Helen on 5823 1473;
Men’s Breakfast on Saturday,
July 10 at 8 am at Wayne's, 42
Martin St. Phone Bob on
5823 1473.

Senior citizens

This week’s winners were:
Mwoﬁwmmﬁozv Et Tennant;

owls) Sheila McCann, Stan
Lower and Joy Rose; (cards)
Lorna Finn and Edie Russell;
(games) Wilma Liersch; (pool)
Jaan Paarson.

Our computers are con-
nected and working. Thanks
to Aaron and Xavier Dowell
for their brilliant and quick
assembly.

Many seniors are on va-
cation up north, enjoying time
out, while some here are un-
der the weather. We hope all
will be back soon.

Intensity Youth
The group will have a break
during school holidays but
will meet again on Friday,
July 16, from 7 pm to 9.30 pm
at Generations Church in

Sunday,

Dhurringile Rd. Cost is $2.50.

For more information, phone
Mike Reid on 0442 449 002 or
email
mikes@generations.org.au

Tatura Cricket Club
Annual general meeting
will be held this evening at

7.30 pm at the clubrooms at
Howley Oval, Albert St. All
welcome to attend.

Vacation care

Program hours are from
8am to 6 %B, Monday to Fri-
day. Finishing time for the last
Friday is 5.30 pm. The pro-

am is located at Tatura

rimary School in Albert St
and costs $36 per day. Kelly
Sports is a registered child
care provider so parents are
eligible to receive a child care
benefit to subsidise the daily
fee. The program will run
until Friday, July 9. For book-
ings or more information,
phone Kelly on 5823 1966.

Community House

The Community House will
be closed for the school
holidays until July 11.

Term programs can be
found online at
www.tatcom.com.au or can
be picked up from Tatura
Library or Community House.

Next term, Tax Help is
coming to Tatura Community
House.

If the words ‘“‘tax return”
bring you out in a cold sweat,
then help is at hand. Tax Help
is a network of community
volunteers that provides a
free and confidential service
to assist people with their tax
returns at the end of the
financial year. These volun-
teers are people from within

the community, not Austra-
lian Tax Office staff, but they
do receive training and sup-
port from the ATO.

Since tax can be complex,
the volunteers are only able to
help with fairly straightfor-
ward cases. Tax Help is spe-
cifically for people on low
incomes — including, but not
restricted to, seniors, stu-

dents, people from non
English-speaking back-
grounds, people with a dis-

ability, Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander people.

Tax Help is available by
appointment and is subject to
there being sufficient demand
from July through to October.

Phone Tatura Community
House to make your booking
on 5824 1315.

GROW group

For those experiencin
mental health issues, mutu
support group GROW teaches
practical strategies for every-
day living and improved
wellbeing to encourage a
sense of acceptance and be-

lon. .
&o mﬁmw@ rocedure, all

welcome. Held at Tatura
Communi House on
Mondays from 7 pm to 9 pm,
followed by refreshments. En-

ter via Kerferd St.

For more information, con-
tact 1800558 268 or email
julie@grow.net.au

Blue Light Disco

Blue Light Youth Club’s
annual general Emmc.bm will
be held on July 15 at 7.30 pm
at Victory Hall.

Unless there is a significant
show of support from the local
community, this will be the
club’s final meeting.

Dhurringile Primary

The school will hold a
Christmas in July fundraiser
on Friday, July 16 at 6.30 pm
at Dhurringile Community
Hall.

A two-course spit roast
meal will be available, with
tickets priced at $15 for
adults, $10 for secondary stu-
dents and $5 for primary
school-aged children. Book-
ings are essential and tickets
must be purchased before
July 12.

For more
phone 5826 6222.

Aussie Hoops

H.mmwbﬁo w;m% cmmwﬁvﬂw
begins July 19 at 4.15 pm to
5pm at Tatura basketball
stadium. For girls and boys
aged six to 10 years. Cost is
$60 which includes a back-
pack, basketball and T-shirt.
Current players pay just $35.

For more information,
phone Brian on 0458 241 270.

Tatura Hospital and
Parkvilla Aged Care

The annual general meeting
of the Ladies Auxiliary will be
held at St Mary’s Hall on
Thursday, July 22 at NWE.
Guest speaker Julie Cobble-
dick will talk about the
Shepparton Congolese com-
munity. All are welcome.

For more information
phone D. Smith on 5855 2380.

Harston Tennis Club

If there are any women in
the Harston area who would
like to play competition or
social tennis, please phone
June Hicks on 5854 8396 or
Wendy Wilson on 5854 8280.

information,
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